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The Constitution of the American Society, for Coloniz:
ing the Free People of Color of the United States.

Article I.—This Society shall be called, ¢¢ The American
Society for colonizing the free people of color of the United
States.” |

Article II.—The object to which its attention is to be ex-
clusively directed, is to promote and execute a plan for colon-
izing (with their consent) the free people of color, residing in
our country, in Africa, or such other place as Congress shall
deem most expedient. And the Society shall act, to effect this
object in co-operation with the general government, and such
of the states as may adopt regulations upon the subject.

Article III,—Every citizen of the United States, who shall
subscribe these articles, and be an annual contributor of one
dollar to the funds of the Society, shall be a member. On pay-
ing a sum not less than thirty dollars, at one subscription, shall
be a member for life.

Article iV.—The officers of this Society shall be, a Presi-
dent, thirteen Vice Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, a
Recorder, and a Board of Managers, composed of the above
named oflicers, and twelve other membersof the Society. They
shall be annually eclected by the members of the Society, at
their annual meeting on the last Saturday of December, and
continue to discharge their respective duties till others are
apvointed.

Articic V.—It shall be the duty of the President to preside
at all meetings of the Society, and of the Board of Managers,
and to call meetings of the Society, and of the Board, when he
thinks necessary, or when required by any three members of
the board.

Article VI.—The Vice Presidents, according to seniority,
shall discharge these duties in the absence of the President.
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drticte VIL—The Secretary shall take minutes of the pros
ceedings, prepare and publish notices, and discharge such
other duties, as the Board, or the President, or in his absence
the Vice President, according to the seniority, (when the
Board is not sitting) shall direct. And the Recorder shall re-
cord the proceedings and the names of the members, and dis-
charge such other duties as may be reqnired of him.

Article VIII—The Treasurer shall receive and take charge
of the funds of the Society, undcr such security as may be
prescribed by the Board of Managers : keep the accounts and
exhibit a statement of receipts and expenditures at every an-
nual meeting, and discharge such other dutics as may be re-
quired of him.

JArticle IX.~The Board of managers shall meet on the first
Monday in January, the first Monday in April. the first Mon-
day in July, and the first Monday in October, every year, and
at such other times as the President may divect. They shall
conduct thebusiness of the Society, and take such measures for
effecting its object as they shall think proper, or shall be direct-
ed at the meetings of the Society, and make an annual report of
their proceedings. They shall also fill up all vacancies occurring
during the year, and make such by-laws for their government,

as they may deern necessary, provided the same arc not repug-
nant to this constitutioa.

drticle X.—Every Socicty which shall be formed in the
United States to aid in the object of this association, and
which shall cu-operate with its funds for the purposes thereof,
agreeably to the rules and regulacions of this Society, shail be
considered auxiliary thereto, and its officers shril be enti-
tled to attend and vote at all mectings of the Secciety, and of
the Board of Managers.




THELE
FIRST ANNUAL REIORT

or TUE

COLONIZATION SOCIETY.

|

THE Society for Colonizing ihe Free People of Color
held its first anniversary, on Thursday, the first day of Janu-
ary, 1818, in the Chamber of the House of Representatives ;
and it will be worthy of note, if on no other account, from the
fame and talents of the individuals, whose inRuence and exer-
tions have been blended to atchieve the ohjects of the society.
Nor can any subject more justly ennoble the efforts of genius,
than the interests of an institution grasping so wide a field of
patriotism and humanity. Bat to those pations ofit, by whose
gracious endeavors it was begun and advanced, it must have
been eminently gratifying to find, in the report of the proceed-
ings of the past year, such abandant proofs of its prosperity
and improvement. The concurrence of every part of the coun-
try to strengthen and establish it, lcaves no doubt that the
warmest wishes of the philanthrophist will be satisfied with the
success of its issue. T'he succeeding publications, however,
will best illustrate the views and resources of the Society.

The meeting was opened by the Hon. Busnrop WasHIxG-
TON, With the following perspicuous and elegant address :

« It is with peculiar satisfaction that I meet the founders
and patterns of the American Colonization Society, after the
experience of a year has ascertained that their wise and be-
nevolent purpose will be seconded by the voice of our comnmon
country.

From every quarter of the United States, the aspirations
of good men have been bredthed to Heaven for the success of
our future labors,
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T'he resolution of Virginia, soliciting the aid of the Gen-
cral Government, in effecting a similar object, which had
passed the popular branch of her Legislature by a very large
majority, before the organization of this Society, received,
shortly after, the almost unanimous sanction of her Senate.

Auxiliary Societies have been formed in many parts of the
country, and in the populous cities of New York, Philadelphia,
and Baltimore, for the purpose of co-operating with the parent
society established at the seat of the General Government ;
and many similar associations await only the measures which
the President of the United States may be expected to take, in
pursuance of the request of Virginia, to embody themselves,
and to combine the resources of the Union, for the compl-tion
of our comprehensive and benevolent design.

Among a small, but opulent scciety of slave-holders in
Viigiida, a subscription has been raiscd, by the zealous exer-
" tions of a few individuals, of such magnitude, as to illustrate
the extent of the funds which we may hope hereafter to com-
mand, and to induce a confident hope that vur labours will be
awarded by the willing contributions of a generous and e
lightened people.

Other public spirited individuals have forborne to make
similar efforts, until the success of our preparatory measures
shall have been clearly ascertained. | |

‘The Socicty have engaged two agents (o explore the wes-
tern coast of Alvica, and to collect such inf .rmation as may
assist the Government of the United States in sclecting a suita-
ble district on that continent for the proposcd scttlement, The
peeformance of this preliminary duty has been confided to
Samurl J. Mills, and Ebenczer Burgess, gentlemen possess.
ing all the qualifications requisite for the important trust con-
fided to them ; and their report may reasonabiy be expected
before the next annual meeting of the Socicty. |

The addition which has recently been made ‘o our stock of
knowledge of that continent, to which every eye is directed as
the proper theatre of our future labours, is Lighly encouraging
to that enlarged and benificent plan, whick associates the po-
litical emancipation and future comfort of an unfortunate class
of wen. with the civilization and happin:ss of an aflicted,
oppressed. and degraded guarter of our glohe. |

Amidst these encouraging prospects, J connot forbear a
momentary tribute of regret to the memory of iman, to whom
Africa is indebted for a vindication of her capacivy for moral
and itellectual improvement, and the world for an illustrious
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example of disinterested benevolence. This event is the meve
to be deplored, as thedeath of cap. Faul Cuffe:: accurred afterhis
usefulness had been recently manifested, by the restoration of
fiit7 of his counu ymen to the land of their forefathers; an
act whic!: must afford to every christian society fresh cause of
gratitude to that God who inspired this gencrous African, to
exccute the counsels of universal benevolence.

An effort has been unfortunately made to prejudice the
minds of the frec people of color against this institution, which
had its origin, it is believed, in an honest desire to prumote
their happin:ss. A suggestion has been made to thew, which
this socicty disclaims by the terms of its constitution, that they
are te be constrained to migrate to the country which may Le
selected for the seat of our colony. No suspicion can be more
unfounded. It is sanctioned by no declarations or acts of this
Society, from which alone our intentions can be candidly
inferred.

As little can bo apprehended by the proprietor, who will
not voluntary avail himself of the opportunity, which this set-
tlement will afford him, of emancipating his slaves, without in-
jury to his country. The effect of this institution, if its pros-
perity shall equal our wishes, will be alike propitious to every
interest of our domestic society ; and should it lead, as we
may fairly hope it will, to the slow, but gradual abolition of
slavery, it will wipe from our political institutions the ounly
blot which stains them ; and in palliation of which, we shall
not be at liberty to plead the cxcuse of moral necessity, until
we shall have honestly exerted ail the means which we possess
for its extinction.

In the magnificent plans now carrying on fur the improve.
ment and happiness of mankind, in many parts of the world,
we cannot but discern the interposition of thut Almighty pow-
er, who alone could inspire and crown with success these great
purposes. But, amongst them all, there is perhaps none upon
which we inay more confidently implore the blessing of Hea-
ven, than that in which we are now associated. Whether we
consider the grandeur of the object, and the wide sphert of
philanthrophy which it embraces; or whether we view the nve-
sent state of its progress under the auspices of this society,
and under the obstacles which might have been expected from
the cupidity of many, we may discover in gach, a certaiu
pledge, that the same benjgnant hand which has made these
preparstory arrangem-nts, will crown our efforts with success,
Raving, therefore, these motives of pirty to coneerrate and
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strengthen the powerful considerations which a wise policy
suggests, we may, I trust, confidently rely upon the liberal ex-
ertions of the public for tlie necessary means of effecting this
highly interestirg object.”

The Secretary, E. B. CaLpwryr, Esq. then proceeded to
read the annual report of the Board of Managers, as follows :

«« The Managers of the American Socicty for colonizing
the fr-ce people of color of the United States, in submitting to
the Society their first report, are encouraged to persevere in
their cflorts from an increased confidence as well in its prac-
tibility as in its importance. In a plan of such magnitude, in-
volving the happiness of many millions ; and the success of
which, while it cannc! fail to create a general interest, might
conflict with established prejudice, circumspection and deli-
cary become cssential to its progress. The first atep of the
Board of Managers was to present a meworial to Congress at
their last sessien, which, with the report of the committee to
whom it was referred, is now laid before the snciety. ‘T'he na-
ture and novelty of the subject, not less thar the mass of busi-
ness which engaged the deliberations of that body, did not por-
mit thewn to pursue the veport.  On the adjournment of Con-
gress the Bourd adopted suitable measures to promote the
views of the Socicty, without waiting the lapse o another ses-
sion. No efficient and decisive mcasures could be adopted
antil it was ascertained where the most suitable situation
eould be procured on the west coast of Africa, for plant-
ing the promscd colony; and althongh the Managers
collected much interesting and uselul informatisn, and such
as gave them great encouragement to proceed, it could not
supply the place of that which must be obtaived from their own
agents apon the spot. It was, therefore resolwed, shortly afl-
ter the rising  of Congress, ta appoint an agent to visit and
explore a part of the west coast of Africa.  Upon further de-
liberution, and considerlng the importance of the mission, the
variety of objec's to which the attention of a single agent
vould be directed—the danger of having the main object de-
feated by the casualiics ta which he might be exposed, as well
as the importance afconcert and co-operation in many difficul-
tirs which might occur. it was thought advisable to increase
the number to two,  The managers, aceordingly, after having
received the st satislactory testimony of their zeal, ability,
and other qual fications, appointed Mr. Samuel J. Midls and
Mr. Ehenezer Rurzess Agents of the Society for this purpose.




Tt was supposet] that much useful information might be pro-
cured in kkngland, and the enquiries of the agents much facili-
tated by calling there on their way to Africa. The members
of the African institution in England have been for many years
engaged i the laudable work of meliorating the condition of
the long negleeted and much abused Africauns, and possess great
influence in that country, and particularly in the colony of
Sierra Lieone,” A letter was, therefor?, addressed by the Presi-
dent to that body, in hopes that the high character of benevo-
ience which charactevizes the conductors of that institution,
and the similarity of the objects of its pursuits, would lead
them cordialy to co-operate in the great designs of this Socie-
ty, anil to give our agents all the aid in their power. Thiw
tetter, and the instenctions and commissions of the agents,
are annexed to this veport, for the information of the Suciety.
The agents sailed from this country the middle of November
Fast.

The raising of funds to meet the expenditure necessary for
clfecting this object, has occupied much of the attention and
labors of the Bourd of Manggers ; and a still further increase
af our resources will be essential to its comjdetion. Nor do
we fear that the American community will euffer an object of
8o much importance, and of so high & character of henevolence,
to fail for the want of necessdry pecuniary aid. We are hap-
py to state that auxiliary Socicties have been formed in Balti-
more, Philadelphia, New York, Yirginia, and Ohio, and the
Board have received information of the Intention of forming
nther sacieties in different parts of the country. ‘'he exten-
sion of these auxtliaries is of the first importance, as it is by
their means the public mind must be aﬁfghsts?% on the great
and important objects of the Saciety, and it is through them,
in Some measure, the necessary funds must be drawn for its
support,  In the progsecution of a plan which waa likely t~
attract the pablic attention to subjects of deep interest and ...
great delicacy, it was expected that much jealousy would be
excited, and many fears and prejudices would be awakened.
Persong acting frow the most opposite and contradictory views
and principles, have been arrayced in opposition to the Saciety,
from ‘a mistaken apprebension of its tendency, as wel! as of the
motives of ifs members. But, in the midst of these dificul-
tics, which jealousy and prejudice have raised to impede our
course. we are encouraged Ly the decided approbation of ma-
ny of the most intelligent of our fellow-citizens, in different
parts of the country. among those the most distinguished for

7 |
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whatever is greal or good, and by alm<st all who have taken
pains to investigate and examine the subject. The more the
public mind becomes informed, the more decided and general
will be its approbation; and we alreatiy number among our
patrons many whose dispositions were at first neutral, if not
unfriendly. |

The objectors to the Society are generally those who ac-
knowledge the importance and utility of establishing the pro-
posed colony, but suppoese it impracticable; and they refer
principally, 1st. To the difficulty of procuring a proper situa-
tion for the colony. 2d. The supposed repugnance of the
colonists, 3d. The expense of emigration. The first objec-
tion is assuming a difficulty without proof, and will be best
answered by the repoit of the agents, who have been sent to
explore the country. The managers are enabled at present to
gtate, that, from information derived from various sourccs,
they are persuaded that a situation can be procured in Africa
with the approbation, and secured from the hostility, of the
neighboring nations, which will posses, such fertility of soil, and
salubrity of climate, as to make it an inviting situation to the
people of color in this country.

2. The objection on the part of the coloured people, it is
readily seen, springs from first impressions, and is the result
entirely of ignorance and misapprehension? As these are re-
moved, and their minds are informed upon the subject, the
phantoms which their alarmed imaginations had conjured up,
gradually disappear; and when they learn that the land of
their fathers is not cursed by a perpetual and unvarying ster-
ility, nor inhabited by the most sanguinary and ferocious sava-
ges, that instinctive principle which binds it to their affections,
is soon seen to unfold itseli; and though the Managers have
learned with surprize and regret that their fecars have been
awakened in some places, by persons claiming their confi-
dence as their peculiar and avowed defenders and benefactors,
they still believe that the diffusion of juster; opinions, founded
on undoubted facts in relation to the state of things in Africa,
and the advantages of a settlement there, will make it very
gencrally if nov universally the place of their decided prefer-
ence. The Managers are the more confirmed in this opinion
from their knowiedge of the approvativii of many of
the most intelligent among the people of color to the plan of
the society, notwithstanding the alarms which had been crea-

Mp and the misapprehensions which had been excited, and
that. many of those, who were at first vielent in theit opposi
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tion, have become as decidedly friendly, upon learning the
real motives, intentions, and objects of the society,
| The Managers have ascertained that there are numbers
of the highest standing for intelligence and respectability
among that class of people, who are warmly in favor
of the plan, from a conviction that it will, if accomplished,
powerfully co-operate in placing the situation of their brethren
here and in Africa, in that scale of happiness and respectabili-
ty among the nations of the earth, from which they have long
been degraded. Offers of service have been received from
many worthy and influential individuals of their own color,
and from a number of families from different parts of ihe U.
States, to be come the first settiers in the colony, whenever u
suitable situation shall be procured. The Managers can with
confidence state their belief, that they would have no difliculty
in procuring individuals among them worthy of trust and confi-
dence to explore the country if necessary, and to plant a colo-
ny of sufficient strength to secure its safety and prosperity.
‘1'his being accomplished, there can be no difficulty in pres:nt-
ing its importance to their brethren, in such a manner and
with such unquestionable testimony, as must command th~ir
fullest confidence. Without detailing the variety of informa-
tion received by the Board on this subject, the Managers can-
not omit the testimony of capt. Paul Cuffee, so well known in
Africa, Europe, and America, for his active and enlarged be-
nevolence, and for his zeal and devotedness to the cause of the
people of color. 'The opportunities of capt. Cuffee, of forming
a correct opinion were superior perl 1\ps to those of any man
in America. His judgment was clear and strong, and the
warm interest he took in whatever related to the happiness
of that class of people is well known. The testimony of such
a man is sufficient to outweigh all the unfounded predictions
and idle surmises of those opposed to the plan of the Society.
He had visited twice the coast of Africa, and became well ac-
quainted with the country and its inhabitants. He states that
upon his opinion alone, he could have taken to ilfrica at least
two thousand people of color from Boston and its neighbor-
hood. In the death of Paul Cuffee the Society has lost 2 most
useful advocate, the people of color, a warm and disintercsted
friend, and Society a valnable member. His character alone
ought to be sufficient to rescue the people to which he belonged
from the unmerited aspersions which have been cast on them.
"The plan of the Society met with his entire approbation, its
success was the subject of his ardent wishes, and the prospect
of its usefulness to the mative Africans and their descen-
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dants, in this country, was the solace of his declining years,
and cheered the last moments of his existence.

3d. The objection urged on the score of expenditure i
transperting so many persons to Africa, bas been arrayed in
all the imposing forms of figures and calculations.  "T'here is
a material error in estimating the expeuace of removing cach
individual, by the saine ratio which may be incurred in the
removal of the first colonists, without makingz any allowance
for ilie thousands that will be enabled to defray their own ex-
pences.

The advantages of the progress of the colony must have
been equally overlooked ; as it may be expected soon to be-
come sufficiently established and flourishing, to offer immedi-
ate employment to those who come among them, and who will
be .able to work and provide for their own subsistence.  In
acddition to this, much may be expected {rom the augmented
value of the land in proportion to its settlement. |

Our western countries present the best comment on this
subject. An emigration ty Afvica, will be attended with less
expence, and the eumngran!s will be exposed to less inconve-
nience, and to fewer difliculties, when the colony is establish-
ed, than many of the emigrants to the western country now
encounter—and yet we find thousands coming even from re-
mote parts of Europe to the interior of America, without the
means and advantages which thousands of people of color pos-
sess in this country, and that they often rise to respectability
and independence, and even to wealth.

- The Managers cannot pass the occasion, without uoticing
the death of the Reverend Doctor Finley, one of the Vice
Presidents, during the past year. The deep interest which he
took in the success of the Society, and the zeal he displayed in
its formation, are well known to many present.  In his last
sickness, he was much gratified upon recciving information of
the progress of the Society, and of its prospects of success. 1t
gave consolation and comfort to his last moments.  When we
view the Society in this early stage of its proceedings; as ani-
mating the hopes and cheering the prospects of the dying
christian who had been engaged in its service; when we
view i as consecrated by the prayers of the pious, may we :ot
be led with humble confidence to look to the good hand of an
overruling Providence to guide its deliberations 2 May we not
expect that the benedictions of millions yet unborn shall bless
its anniversary ?*’

2 motion of Mr, Cray, a letter of Thomas Jefferson,
late President of the United States, was read, which he under-
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stood was in the hands of some one present, and would show
that the importance of such an institution liad been long since
duly appreciated, and had received the approbation of thaf.
illustrious individual,

Srav—

)

Copy of a letter from Thomas Jefferson, lutc President of the
United States, to John Lynd.

MONTICELLO, JAN. 21, 1811.
SIR,

You have asked my opinion ont the proposition of Ann
Mifllin, to take measuves for procuring, on the coast of Africa,
an establishment to which the people of color of these States
might, from time to time, be colonized, under the auspices of
different governments. Having long ago made up my mind
on this subject, I have no hesitation in saying, that I have
ever thought that the most desirable measure which could be
adopted for gradually drawing off this part of our population.
Most advantageous for themselves as well as for us ; going
{rom a country possessing all the useful arts, they might be
the means of transplanting them among the inhabitants of
Africa; and would thus carry back to the couutry of their
origin the seeds of civilization, which miglit render their so-
Journment here a blessing; in the end, to ti.at country.

I received, in the last year of my entering into the adminis-
tration of the general government, a letter from the governor
of Virginia, consulting me, at the request t' the legislature of
the State, on the meansof procuring some sa-hasylum to which
these people might be occasionally sent. I proposed to him
the establishment of Sierra Leone, in which a private compa-
ny in England had already colonized 2 nusuber of negroes,
anvl particularly the fugitives from these St.tes during the re-
volutionary war : and at the same time suygested, if that could
not be obtained, some of the Portugucese possessions in South
America as most desirablc.

'I'he subsequent Legislature approving these ideas, I wrote
the ensuing year (18025 to Mr. Kingz. our minister in London,
to endeavour to negotiate with the Sierra Lirone company, and
induce them to receive such ofthese people as might be colonized
thither. He opened a correspondence with Mr. W—— and
Mr. ‘Thornton, secretary of the company, on the subject;
and in 1803 [ received, through Mr. Kin:, the result ; which
was, that the colony was going on in but » linguishing condi-
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tion; that the funds of the company were likely to fail, as they
received no return of profit to keep them up ; that they were
then in treaty with the government to take the establishment
off their hands ; but thatin no event should they be wiliing to
receive more of these people from the United States, as it was
that portion of settler: who had gone from the United States,
who, by their idleness and turbulence, had kept the settlement
in constunt danger of dissolution, which could not have been
prevented, but for the zid of the Marroon negroes, from the
West Indies, who were more industrious and orderly than the
others, and supported the authority of the government and
its laws.

1chink T learned, afterwards, that the British government
had taken the colony into their own hands, and I belicve it
still exists. ,

‘The effort which I made with ortugal to obtain an estab-
lishment from them, within their colonies in South America,
proved also abortive.

You inquired further whether I would use my endeavours to
procure such an establishment sccure against violence from
other powers, and particularly the French. Certainly, I shall
be willing to do any thing I can to give it cffect and safety.

But I am but a private individual, and could only use en-
deavours with individuals. Whercas, the national government
can address themselves at once to thosc of IKurope ¢ obtain the
desirrd security, and will unquestionably be ready tw ex:rtits
influcnce with those nations to effect an obhject so benevoient in
itself, and so important to a great portion of its cont(itvents.
Indeed, nothing is more to be wished than that tl : Caited
States, would themselves undertakc to make such ar cstablish-
ment on the coast of Africa.
~ Exclusive of motives of humarity, the commercial advan-
tages to be derived from it might defray all its expences ; but for
this, the national mind is not prepared. It may perhaps be
doubted whether many of these prople would voluntariiy con-
sent to such an exchange of situation, and but few of those who
are advanced to a certain age in habits of slavery would be
capable of governing themselves: this should not, however,
discourage the experiment, nor the carly trial of it. And pro-
positions should be made with all the prudent caution and at-
tention requisite to reconcile it to the interest, the safety, and
prejudice of all parties.

Accept the assurance of my respects and estecn.

THOMAS JEFFERSON."
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Mr. MERCER, then rose, and said he was happy to have it
«n his power to inform the Society, that the sentiments of our
present Chief Magistrate were not less friendly to its bencvo-
lent object than those of his predecessor, whose letter had been
just read. It was, said Mr. Mercer, through a very interest-
ing correspondence between Mr. Monroe, then gover:nor of
Virginia with Mr. Jefferson, that the general assembly had
first solicited the aid of the government of the United States,
to procure an asylum for our free people of color. Nor was
the sentiment which prompted this effort in the councils of
Virginia, confined to a few individuals, distinguished for the.
extent of their political vicws, or by romantic feelings of be-
nevolence, The resolution to which the address of the Pres-
ident had just called the attention of the Society, passed the
popular branch of the legislature of Virginia with but nine
dissenting voices out of one hundred and forty six, and a full
quorum of the Scnate, with but one. It was, in fact, but a re-
petition of certaiu resolutions, which had been unanimously
adopted by the same legislature, tho’ in secret session, at three
antecedent periods, in the last seventeen years. It was truly
the feeling and voice of Virginia.

Many thousand individuals in our native state, you well
kuow, Mr. Pesident, are restrained, said Mr. M. from manu-
mitting their slaves, as you and I are, by the melancholy con-
viction, that they cannot yield to the suggestions of humanity,
without manifest injury to their country.

The rapid increase of the free people of colour, by which
their number was cxtended in the ten years proceeding the
last census of the United States, from fifteen to thirty thou-
sand, if it has not endangercd our peace, has impaired the va-
lue of all the private property in alarge section of our coun-
try. Upon our lowlands said Mr. Mercer, it seems as if some
malediction had been shed. The habitations of our fathers
have sunk intoruins ; the fields which they tilled have become
a wilderness. Such is the table land between the valleys of our
great rivers, Those newly grown and almest impenctrable
thickets which have succeeded a wretched cultivation, shelter
and conceal a banditti, consisting of this degraded, idle, and
vicious population, who sully forth from their coverts, be-
neath the obscurity of night, and plunder the rich proprietors
of the valleys.  ''hey infest the suburbs of the towns and ci-
ties, where they become the depositories of stolen goods, and,

schooled by necessity, elude the vigilance of our defective po-
lice.
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It has been suggested, aid Mr. M. that resources wiil e
wante:: to give suceess to our enterprize.  Let'its commence-
ment be but propitions, and it will eventually prosper to the
extent of our most sanguine wishes. 'l‘he great obstacle to be
surmounted, will arise not from the sordid propensity of the
slave-holder, but from the imperfect means within our reach
of transporting and early providing for the numerous colonists
who will pregent themselves to our charity or be tendered to
our acceptance by their present masters.

The laws of Virginia now discourage, and very wisely.
perhaps, the emancipation of slaves. DBut the very pelicy on
which they are founded, will afford every facility to emanci-
pation, when the colonization of the slave will be the conse-
quence of his liberation,

I have Mr. President, offered these hasty remarks an-
‘der the impression that some of the tacts which they disclose
may have been unknown to the Society. It has my most fer-
vent prayers, and shall command my utmost «fforts for its suc-
cess, which mqt:iaes, to insure it, nothing but our united, zeal-
vus, and presevering exertions.

On motion of Mr. Cray,

Resolved, ananiinously. 'I'hat the thanks of the Society be
presented to the Buard of Managers, for the able and satis-
factory manner in which they hase discharged the duties as-
signed to them by the Society ; and that they be requested to
furnish a copy of the first report of their p:‘:}{:cedmgs for pub-
lication.
~ Mpr. Cray rose to submit a motion which ke had hoped
<ome other genticman would have offered. It was a vote of
thanks to the Board of Managers. He would not be restrsined
from proposing it by the official relation in which he staod to

the Board, becaus:, although he was ex-officio & member, he
had really participated very little in its valuable [abors, and
therefore could not be justly reproached with proposing thanks
10 himself.

Whilst he was up. he would detain the Society for a few
moments. It was proper again and again to repeat, that it
was far from the intention of the Society to aff-ct, in any man-
ner, the tenure by wiich a certain species of property is held,
}e was himself a slave-holder: and he considered that Kind
of property as invioluble as any other in the country. Te
would resist as soon, and with as much firmness: encroach-
inents upon it as he would encroachments upon any other pro-
perty which he held.  Noi» was he disposed even to go a- far
a8 the gentleman i Liad just spoken, (My. Mercer) in say
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itig that he would emancipate his slaves, if tlie means were
pravided of sending them from the country. It was also pro-
per to repeat, that it was equally remote from the intention
of the Society, that any sort of coertion should be employed
in regard to the free people of color who were the objects of
its proceedings. Whatever was proposed to be done was o
be entirely voluntary cn their part. '

It has been said that the plan of the Society is impractica-
ble and Utopian. Why? How have the descendents of Africa
been brought to the shores of America? By the most nefari-
ous traffic that ever disgraced the annals of man. It has been,
it is true, the work of ages. May we not, by a gradual and
persevering exertion, restore to Africa tha. portion of her race
among us, that shall be liberated 2 He would not, he could
not believe that man, in the pursuit of the vilest cupidity, in the
prosecntion of purposes of the most cruel injustice, which had
constantly marked the African slave trade, ceuld accomplish
more than might be. attained in a cause which was recom-
mended by so many high, honorable, and animating considera-
tions. Such was the cause in which this Saciety is engaged.
The Christian, of whom unwearied constancy is the charac-
teristic ; the philanthropist ; the statesman who looks only to
the safety and the happiness of his own country - in short, all
good men, will find motives for engaging their ca-apera!xen or
their wishes in behalf of the society. Its object is not imprac-
ticable. Scarcely any thing—nothing is beyond the power of
those who, in the pursuit of a just purpose, approved by good
men, and sanctioned by Providence, boldly and resolutely de-
termine to command success.

But the persons, the amelicration of whose condition is
the object of the Society, will not, it is said, accept the prof-
fered favor. Mr. C. belicved at first, that, from want of
information, very few of them would -~not perhaps one in a
hundred, in the interior. He was inclined to believe, howev-
or, that a numbe: amply suflicient for the commencement of &
colonial establishinent would go. These would be drawn prin-
cipally from the cities, which would act as a sort of depot
from the country for the colony. Let ve in a hundred only,
of that portion of our population, be induced to 1.igrate, and a
number abundantly sufficient to begin with will be obtained.
The first difficulties obviated, and all will be obviated. Let
the colony be once firmly established and in prosperity. and all
the obstacles will dlsappeal. Why should they not go? Look
at the earliest history of man ; follow him through ail his sub-
sequent progeess, and vou ﬁnd him continually migrating.

(9]
[ J
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What is the motive of this unceasing change of abode? To
beit » i3 condition. 'What brought our fathers voluntarily to
ti se shores, then savage and forbidding, not less savage and
toebidding perbape than those of Africa itself? T'o render
theii:selves more happy. This word happiness, Mr. C. said,
comprised many items. It comprehended what was hardly
less important than subsistence, political and social considera-
tions, These the men of color never can enjoy here, but are
what he would find in the contemplated colony. And can
there be any thing, to a reflecting freeman, (and some among
the class of personsto whom he alluded were doubtless capa-
ble uf reflection) more humiliating, more dark and cheerless,
than to see himself, and to trace in imagination his posterity,
through all succeeding time, degraded and debased, aliens to
the Society of which thcy are members, and cut off from all
its higher blessings ?

Further, several of the slave-holding states alrcady had,
and perhaps all of them would, prohibit entirely emancipation,
without some such outlet was created, A sense of their own
safety required the painful prohibition. Experience proved
that persons turned louse who were neither freemen nor slaves,
constituted a great moral evil threatening to contaminate ali
paris of saciety. Let the colony once be successfully planted,
and legislative bodics, who have been grieved at the necessity
of passing those prolibitory laws, which at a distance might
appear to stain our codes, will hasten to remove the impedi-
ments tu the exercise of benevolence and humanity. They
will annex the condition that the emancipated shall ieave the
country ; and he has placed a false estimate upon liberty who
belicves that there are many who would refuse the boon, when
coupled even with such a condition.

~ But Mn C. said, he would not longer digress from the
object of his motion. He was persuaded he would meet the
unanimous concurrence of the Society in the proposition that
its thanks be tendered to the Board of Managers for the able
and satisfactory manner in which they bad executed their
duties.

On motion of Mr. Key, |

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of the Seociety
be presented to the Yresident of the Society, for his aid and
inftuence in promoting the objects of the Society ; and that
he be requested to furni.h a copy of his address for publica-
tion.

On motion of Mry Bayarp,
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Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of this Society be
presented to the members of those Auxiliary Societies that
have been formed in various parts of the United States, to
forward the plan and to contribute to the funds of this in-
stitution,

On motion of Mr. HERBERT,

Resolved, Unanimously, That the future annual meeting of
this Society, be held on the last Saturday of December.

The Society then proceeded to the appointment of officers
for the present year, when the following persons were elected:

The Hon. Bushrod Washington was unanimously elected
President.
VICE PRESIDENTS.

Hon. William H. Crawford, of Georgia.
Hon. Henry ('lay, of Kentucky.

Hon. William Phillips, of Massachusetts.
Col. Henry Rutgers, of New York.

Hon. John E, Howard, ° "

Hon, Samuel Smith, } of Maryland.
Hon, John C. Herbert,

John Taylor, of Caroline, Esq. of Virginia.
Gen. Andrew Jackson, of Teunessee,
Robert Ralston, Esq.
Richard Rush, Esq.
Gen. John Mason, District of Columbia.
Samuel Bayard, New Jersey.

» of Pennsylvania.

MANAGERS.
Francis 8. Key,  Benjamin G. Orr,
Halter Jones, - John Peter,
John Laird, Edmund I. Lee,
Rev, Dr. James Laurie, Hiiiiam Thorntow,
Rev. Stephen B. Balch, HWm. H. Fitzhugh,

Rev. Obadiah B. Brown, Henry Carroll.

Elias B. Caldw.il, Esq. Secretary.
John G. M+Donald, Recording Sccretary.
David English, Treasurer.

To Samuel J. Mills and Ebenczer Burgess.

You have been appointed the agents of the ¢ Board of
¢ Managers of the American Society for Colonizing the free
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« people ot color o the United States” for the purpose of
visiting England and Africa, on a mission of inquiry.

'l‘hc object which you will keep in view while engaged in
this mission, is to obtain that information which will enable
the Board to concert their future measures with a prospect of
succeeding in their design.  Your general conduct will be
governed by the following instructions.

1. You will make the necessary prepavation for leaving
this country, and embrace the first favorable opportunity
which shall present, tor England.

- 2. Upon your arrival in London you will present your
instructions and letters to such gentlemen as shall be named
by the Board, and to others to whom you may have letters of
introduction,

3. You will endeavor to procure information from those
gentlemen relative to the state of the west coast of Africa, the
best means of prosecuting your enquiries when you arvive there,
a. . to obtain letters of introductionfrom the proper persons to
the Governor of the Sicrra Leone Colony, and to any other gen-
tlemen on the coast who may probably aid you in your ohject.

4, When you have made the necessary preparations, which
you are requested to do with the lvast possible delay, you
will embark for the coast of Africa. You will make the Sierra
Leone colony, with the approbation of the governor thereof,
your principal station while you remain on the coast,
~ 5. You will make yoursclves acquainted with the Sierrs
Leone Colony, particularly of its history, progress, improve-
ment and prospects, with a view to furnish such information
as may be useful in forming a colony on the coast.

6. You will visit the ecast above and below the colony of
Sierra Leone, to as great an extent as shall be deemed e ype-
dient, and give a description of that part of the coast visited by
you ; and endeavor to procure as much information as possible
of othér parts of' the coast, and of the interior.  And we would
particularly direct your attention to t the climate, soil, and health-
iness, of the country, and its fitness for agricultural improve-
nents, as it is in contewmplation to turn the attentioss of the
new colonists mostly to agriculture.  As cennected with this
object, you will procure ali the infoimation in your power as
to the ext.nt of the rivers onihe coast. their sources and how
far navigable, the mountains and general face of the coun-
try, and finally every thing that may be considercd interest-
-ng and useful to the Society, to enable it to forn an opinion
as fo the most eligible spot for the colony, and the prospeet of
success when estahlished. It would be particularly desirabie
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10 ascertain the chavacter of the different nations or tribes
on the coast, and more especially of those inthe neighborhood of
the place you may recomnend as a proper situation for the
coleny.

7. You will direct your attention particularly to the Sher-
bro country, which country it is expected you will visit. By
means of native interpreters you \nh endeavor to consult with
the native chiefs of the different tribes and explain to them the
design which the board have in view. Should circumstances
pervit, vou will obtain from them a pledge that they will pro-
mote t‘w designs of the colony, should one be established, and
that as far as they have the possession of the county, that a
section of it shall be given up to the government of the United
States, or the &mmt), at a fair price, should Congressor the
Twoard hereafter make the request; for the purpose of coloni-
zing the free people of color, as the Board propose.

8 After you shall have completed your inquiries and as far
as possible attained the object of your mission, you will return
to America direct or by the way of Fagland, as shall be deem-
ed proper. It is desired that you would return direct to this
country, unless the inducements to revisit England are strong

9. You will obtain as particular and a(‘(u:ate an d(‘count
of the territories and their limits, claimed by the different Eu-
ropean nations, on the west coast of Africa, as possible; to-
gether with the character of the ¢:f=rent nations on the coust,
and inthe interior, and the boundaiies of their territories. On
your return you will present to the Board a full account of
your expedition, and of the information procured by you, and
umprove every ohportunity which may present to inform the
Board of yoyr progress.

10. You will keep an account of your expenses for the
inspection of the Board.,

In addition to these instructions you will be furnished with
copies of ‘he constitution of this Society, and of the memorial
of the board of managers, which was addressed to the Con-

gress of the United States, during their session of 1816 and
1817, |

BUSHROD WASHINGTON,
President of the American Colonization Society.

E. B. CavpwELL, Sceretary.
Washington, Nov. 5th, 1817.
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To Samwel J. Mills and Ebenexer Burgess.

GENTLEMEN.—

The Board of Managers of the American
Society for colonizing the free people of color of the United
States, have appointed you their agents on a mission to ex-
plore a part of the west coast of Africa, for the purpose of
ascertaining the best situation which can be procured for colo-
nizing the free people of color of the United States. You wilj
act in conjunction as much as possible ; but should you be se-
parated to forward the objects of the mission, or by a dispensa-
tion of Providence, you will act as if you had a separate com-
mission, taking care, in case of acting separately, not to let
your engagements interfere with each other. The situation
to which you have been called, is one of great importance and
responsibility, and will require from you the greatest dili-
-gence, skill and prudence, as the success of the benevolent de-
signs of the Society may,in a great measure, depend upon
your mission. General instructions will be given with this
commission, but very much must be left to your own discretion
and prudence, on which the Board place the greatest reliance,
The objects of the Society are of that enlarged benevolence, af-
fecting, as they believe, not only the temporal and spiritual
interests of thousands of our fellow-creatures in this country,
but in Africalikewise, that they calculate upon the cordial aid
and co-operation of the philanthropist of every clime and coun-
try, whose assistance you may need in the prosecution of your
design ; and they are the more sanguine in their calculations
for this friendly support, from the attention which this class of
the haman family have received from the most distinguished
individuals in Kurope, and particularly in Great Britain.
But whilst we thus say ¢ be ye wise as serpents, and harm-
less as doves,” and recommend you to the benevolent and feel-
ing stranger, your principal reliance will be on Him who has
made of one blood all the nations of the earth, and in whose
hands are the hearts of all the children of men, to turn them
as he pleaseth. May he be your protector, and preserve you
from ¢ the arrow that flicth by day,” and ¢ the pestilence that
walketh in darkness,” a:.id ¢ the destruction that wasteth at
noon day.” May that ¢ Saviour who isto receive Egypt as a
ransom, and Ethiopia and Seba to himself *—whe hath pro-
mised to ¢ call his sons from far, and his daughters from the
end of the earth,” ¢ make for you a way in the sea” and in
“ the wilderness,” and ¢ a vath in the mighty waters,” that all
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may issue to His honor and glory,‘ and the spread of the Re-
deemer’s kingdom.

BUSHROD WASHINGTON,
President of the American Colonization Society.
E. B. CALDWELL, Sec’y.

To his Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester, Patronand Presi-
dent of the JAfrican Institution.

I have the honor to inform your Royal Highness that an
association of a number of persons, residing in various parts
of the United States, has been recently formed at the city Wash-
ington, under the denomination of ¢« The American Society for
colonizing the free people of color of the United States.” The
object of this institution, indicated by its name, is to promote
the colonizing of those persons, with their own consent. In
the accomplishment of that object, it is necessary to deter-
mine upon a proper country wherein to plant the pror sed col-
ony. Africa, and particularly the western coast of it, has,
with this view, hitherto principally engaged the attention of
the Society ; and, in order to acquire all the information which
it may be material to possess, in fixing its judgment on that
important point, it has deputed to Europe and to Africa the
bearers hereof, Samuel J. Mills and Ebenczer Burgess.

Aware that the African institution has been long occupied
with schemes of benevalence, connected with Africa, and the
people and descendants of Africa, the American Society has
directed me to address your Royal Highness, as the Patron
and President of the African institution, and respectfully to
solicit any aid and assistance which it may be convenieut to
render to those deputies, in the business with which they are
thus charged. These gentlemen will promptly afford any
further explanations which your Royal Highness may require,
relative to the nature and prospects of the American Society.

I am sure that it would be quite unnecessary to trespass
further upon the time of your Royal Highness, in expatiating
and insisting upon the benefits which may result from the sac-
cessful cstablishment of the contemplated colony, to the colo-
nists themselves, to their descendants, and to Africa. Re-
stored to the land of their fathers, and carrying with them a
knowledge of our religion, of letters, and of the arts, may they
not powerfully co-vperate with the benevolent and enlighten-
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ed efforts of the African institution, in the mtroduction infa
Africa of christianity and civilization? If the exertions of the
two institutions are directed in channels somewhat different,
they beth have the same common character of humanity and
benevolence—the same common 2im at meliorating the con-
dition of the race of Africa. From this aflinity in object, the
American Society cherishes the hope of friendly intercourse,
and an intercharge of good oftices with the African institation,

[ have the honor to be, with great respect, your Royal
Highness’s obedient servant.

BLSHROD WASHINGTON,
President of the American Coloni=ation Society.

—— o —— e

Address of tie Synod of Tennessee, to the Society for the Colo-
nization of the Free People of Color in the United States.

To the Hon. Bushrod Washington Esq. President, &c.

RESPECTED SIR,

Through you the Synod of Tennessee em-
brace with lively pleasure an early opportunity of congratue
lating the socicty formed at the capitol of our nation, and
consisting of so many of our distinguished statesmen and fel-
low citizens, {or the colonization of the free people of color
among us, who may accede to their plan,  We congratulate
you on the noble and important object for which you are as-
sociated, on the providential signs of our times which signally
favor vour cfforts, and on the wide spread and growing im-
pression upon the public mind, that your success is con-
nected with the best interests, not only of the people of color,
but of our country and mankind. If itis important that legal
equality should accompany liberty, that Africa should receive
the gospel, and that the evils of the slave trade should be
overruled tor her final enjoyment of the blessings of civiliza-
tion and knowledge, liberty and religion, then it is important
that your design should be encouraged.  We wish yon, there-
fore, to know, that within our bounds tiie public sentiment
apnears clearly and decidedly in your favor, and that the more
vigorously and perseveringly you combine and extend your
excrtions on the plan you have adopted, the more you are
likely to be crowned with the approbation of the people as well
as with the higher rewards of doing good.  As ministers and
disciples of him who proclaims light to them that sit in dark
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ness, peace to a jaring world, liberty to the captivés and tife
epening of the prison to them that are bound, we anticipate
the glorious day, when men shall know the Lord from the
L. unto the greatest in all lands ; when every one shall sit
tihd-r his own vine and under his own figtree, having none to
mciest or tomake him afraid ; when the rod of the oppressor and
the tears of the oppressed shall be known no more ; but all men
shall do unto others as they would be done unto in similar cir-
cumstances. This glorious change in the state of the world
we expect will be breught about by the instrumentality of men
under the blessing of God. 'While, then, the heralds of saiva-
tion go forth in the name and strength of their divine master
to preach the gospel to every creature, we ardently wish that
yorr exertions and the best influence of all philanthropists may
be united, to meliorate the condition of human society, and es-
pecially of its most degraded classes, till liberty, religion and
happiness shall be the enjoyment of the whole family of man.

Washville Church, Oct. 3d, 1817.

A true copy from the Records of the Symod of Tefi-
NESSEn.

CHARLES COFFIN, Stated Cletks

Since the meeting of the Society, the following resolution has
unanimously passed the Legislaiure of Maryland.

BY THE HOUSE OF DELIGATES, January 26ih, 1818.

Resolved, unanimously, That the governor be requested to
sominunicate to the President of the United States and to our
Senators and Representatives in Congress, the opinion of this
General Assembly, thata wise and provident policy suggests
the expediency, on the part of our nativnal government, of
procuring through negociation, by cession or p‘urchase, atract
of country on the western coast of Africa, for the colonization
of the free people of color of the United States.

By order. ( ‘
LOUIS GASSAWAY, Cierk:

4
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Copy of a letter from a respectable gentleman in Vincennes in the
State of Indiana, to the Hon. Bushrod Washington, Pre-
sudent of the Society for the Colonization of Blacks.

SIR,

Having been informed through the medivm of the news-
papers of the formation of the society to which you do honour
as president, but either not being informed of, or having for.
gotten the name of the society, I take the liberty to address
this letter to you, requesting ycu to send it to the secretary or
other proper officer, whose business it is to receive commu-
cations,

1 feel a deep interest in your society, and highly approve
the patriotic and benevolent motives which have induced its
formation, and with every American citizen feel a pride in
sceing the name of Washington at its head.

To aid its views I am prompted to send the following in-
formation. There are in this vicinity between fifty and a
hundred frec people of colour, who have by my ineans heard
of your society, and are desirous of going to Africa, to help
in forming a settlement or colony, siiould one be attempted.
They live on the Wabash, on both sides ; some in the Illinois
territory, and some in Indiana. They are in general indus-
trious and moral. Some of them have landed property and
are good farmers ; and some can read and write. They are
sensible of the existing degraded condition in which they
are placed by our laws, respecting the right of suffrage, and
other disabilitics.

If your socicty has formed a constitution, they wish to
see it, as well as the consequent regulatious, and they wish
to be informed how soon any scttlement or colony will be
commenced. ,

Be pleased sir, to forward the constitution and other infor-
matien to me, and I will communicate it to them. I will also
aid the society in removing the people of colour from this, to
the place of embarkation, and in any other manner in my
power.

With best wishes for your success in your patriotic and
humane labours, I have the honour to be sir,

Your devoted and obedicnt
Humble servant

Vincenncs, 16th Oct. 1807.




27

Extract of Letters written by Capt. Paul Cuffe to Mr. Milis:
We:' orty 8th mo. 6th inst. 1816,

ESTEEMED FRIEND,

I do not expect to send a vessel to Africa
this ensuing winter, when I went last to Africa, I was some-
what disappointed in not having a special license from the
British government.

My correspondent William Allen, of London, a member of
the London African institution, wrote to me to come to Lon-
don, and engage with them, and keep open a communication
between England and Africa. 1 have informed him that my
wish is for the good of the Africans generally. If we could
open a circular rout from Africa to England, and thence to
America, I fecl disposed to be made use of in any way that
appeared most advantageous, I have not had any returns,

The people I carried out to Africa, were well received and
had land granted thcm, they much want at Sierra Leone, a
gnod mill wright, a saw mill is necessary, also a rice mill for

cleaning rice.
COPY OF CITATION.
Colony of Sierra Leome, 25th of March.
Mr. Perry Locke. You are hereby summoned and re:
quired to appear atthe ensuing general scssion of the peace,
which will be held at the Court lIall in Freetown, on Wed-

nesday the 10th day of April, at the hour of ten in the fore-
noon, there to serve as a grand juror : herein fail not at your

per il; 7
W. D. GRANT, Sheriff.

Perry Locke was one of the passengers that I carried
out, he made great complaint to me, because he was called
upon, I told him he complained in America because he was
deprived of these priviledges. And then he murmered be-
cause he was thus called upon; go and fill thy seat, do as
well as thou canst. I mention this, that others may sce, that
they have equal rights in Africa. P. C.

Frestport, st mo. 6th, 1817.

RESPECTED FRIEND,

The population of Sierra Leone in 181t,
was 2000, and about 1000 in the suburbs. Since that time
they have not been numbered, but the colony according to my
juldgment, from 1811 to 1815, had much improved, the soil
for cultivation is not very flattering, but it is advantageously




28

situated for a town, and ship navigation. The coast of Africa
abounds with rivers. the gireat river Gambia, according to the
best information given wme is very fertile, as is the Island
Burso at themouth of said river, but they are said to be sickly
to the northern constitutions. ‘There is a river about 50 leagues
south of Cape Sierra Leone, called the Sherborough, good
navigation, and soil excellert. N

Agreenble to information given me by a citizen of Sierra
Leone the citizen has ever been desirons that a setilement
should be established at that place, with those people that may
come from America, he is a man of good character. The
great River LCongo, ucar the equator, its powerful population
and goodness ot soil, [ hope will not always be neglected. I
much approve of a vessels being sent as thou has mentioned.

In 1813, I carried out to ~. Leone, nine families, 38 in
number, and in 1816, I have iiad so many applications, that [
believe I might have had the greater part to have carried out
of Boston and the vicinity. I should think about Christmas,
would be the most healthy season for a vessel to arrive on the
coast. As to the length of the voyage, it would depend on
the extent of discoveries to be made. [ think from twelve to
eighiecn months, provided the voyage should extend to the
Cape of Goodhope and the Tristan Islands.

I shiuld suppose that one vessel would be sufficient for
visiting the coast ; as to the force necessary, thou art the best
judge. I think that the government of Great Britain, would
not receive large numbers of every description of people of
colour at their colony. Were the U. States to undertake to
scttle a colony in Africa, it would be best to have gaod char-
acters until the colony was well established. I'he English
would not probably admit a free trade at Sicerra Leone, unless
they 1nade a neatral port of it.

I should suppose that all those people who are willing to
go to Sierra Leone, would have no objection to settling a new
colony, thirty eight in number went out with me, their cx-
pense was estimated at one hundred dollars per head : but
were there a larger number, they could be carried out for sixty
dollars—the expense of thirty of the above number was borne
by Paul Cuife, the others paid their own passazes. In addi-
tion to the above expeuse, I furnished them with provisions to
the amount of 159! 85 3d sterling, all this was done wihgut
fee or reward, my hopz is in a coming day. "

PAUL CUFFE.
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Baliimore, August 20th, 1817.

NDEAR S1R, :

Ever gince I received your letter of July 4ith,
requesting the communication of such ideas as had occured to
me, concerning the proponsed plan of colonizing the free blacks
in the United States, with their own consent, and indeed from
the time of our short interview at Washington, when you
first mentioned the subject to me, I have kept it constantly in
view, and revelved it much in my mind. Hitherto however,
I have been prevented from putting my thoughts on paper, or
even digesting and reducing them to method, by various inter-.
ruptions, arising in part from accident, and in part from pro-
fessional engagements, in the midst of which } am obliged at
last to write. This may interfere very much «v.th the order
of my ideas, but will not I trust occasion any material omis-
sion. Nor do I apprehend much inconvenience from the
delay : Since the preparitory measures for the first step in
this great enterprisc, the institution of a mission to the south
western coast of Africa, to explore the ground, and seek out a
suitable situation for the establishment of the colony, are not
yet I believe cntirely completed.

Although you confine your request to the communication
of my ideas, concerning the manner and means of accomplish-
ing this great design, it will not I trust be improper or unsea-
sonable, to throw out by way of preface and introduction, some
hints on its usefulness and practicability, which huve long enga-
ged my attention, and arc susceptible Ithink of very full proof.
To muny, and cspecially to you, this I know i8 quite unneces-
sary ; but great numbers of our countrymen, including many
persons of good sense, considerabie influence and the best in-
tentions, may have serious doubtson these two points, which it
is of great importance to remove, in order to gain their zealous
co-operation, Towards the attainment ot sodesirable an object
I wish to contribute my mite, for which this scems to be a fit
occasion,

In reflecting on the utility of a plan for colonizing the {iee
people of colour, with whom our country abounds, it isnatural
that wc should be first struck by its tendency to confer a be-
nefit on ourselves, by ridding us of a populution for (e most
part idle and useless, and too often vicious and mischievous.
These persons are condemned to a state of hopeless inferiorvity
and degradation, by their colour ; which is an indeliable mark
of their origin and former condition, and establishes an im-
passible barrier between them and the whites.  This barricr
is closed for ever, by our habits and our frelingd which pec-




S0

baps it would be wore correctto call our prejudices, and which
whether feelings or prejudices, or a mixture of both, make
us recoil with horror from the idea of an intimate union with
the free blacks, and preclude the possibility of such a state of
cquality, between them aund us, as alone could make us one
people. 'Whatever justice humainty and kindness we may feel
towards them, we cannot help considering them, and treating
them, as our inferiors ; norcan they help viewing themscives
inthe same light, however hard and unjust they may be inclined
to consider such a state of things., 'We cannot help associating
them, in our feelings and conduct, norcan they help associating
themselves, with the slaves; who have the same colour the
same origin and thc same manners, and with whom they or
their parrents have been recently in the same condition. Be
their industry ever so great and their conduct ever so correct,
whatever property they may acquire, or whatever respect we
may feel for their characters, we never could consent, and they
never could hope, to see the two races placed on a footing of
perfect equality with each other: to see the free blacks or
their descendants vicit in our houses, form part of our circle
of acquaintance, marry into our families, or participate in
public honours and employments. This is strictly true of
cvery part of our country, even those parts where slavery has
long ceased to cxist, and is held in abhorrence. There is no
state in the union where a negro or mulatto can ever hope to
be a member of congress, a judge, a militia oflicer, or even a
Justice of the peace : to sit down at the same table with the
respectable whites, or to mix freely in their society. I may
safely assert that Paul Cuffe, respectable intelligent and
wealthy as he is, has no expectation or chance of ever being
invited to dine with any gentleman in Boston, of marrying
his daughter whatever may be her fortune or education to one
of their sons, or of sceing his son obtain a wife among their
daughters.

This circumstance, arising from the difference of colour
and origin between the slaves and the free class, distin-
guishes the slavery of America from that of every other coun-
try, ancient or modern. Slavery existed among almost all
the ancient nations. It now exists thoughout Asia, Africa and
Awmecrica, and in every part of the Russian and Turkish domi-
nions in Europe; that is in more that three fourths of the world.
But the great body of the slaves, every where except in north
and south America, are of the same race origin, col r and
general character with the free people. So it was among the
ancients. Mannumission therefore, by removing the slave
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from the condition of slavery, exempted him from its conse.
quences, and opened his way to a full participation in all the
benefits of freedom. He was raised to an cquality with the
free class, become incorporated into it with his family, and
might by good fortune or good conduct scon wash out the
stain, and obliterate the remembrance, of his former degra-
ded condition.

But in the United States this is impossible. You may
manumit the slave, but yeu cannot make him a white man.
He still remains a negro or a mulatto. The mark and the
recollection of his origin and former state still adhere to him;
the {eelings produced by that condition, in his own mind and
in the minds of the whites, still exist ; he is associated by his
colour, and by these reccollections and feclings, with the class
of slaves ; and a barrier is thus raised between him and the
whites, that is between him and the free class, which he can
never hope to transcend. With the hope he gradually loses
the desire. The debasement which was at first cempulsory,
has now become habitual and voluntary. The incitement to
good conduct and exertion, which arises from the hope of
raising himself or his family in the world, is a stranger to his
breast. He looks forward to no distinction, aims at no ex-
cellence, and makes no effort beyond the supply of his daily
wants ; and the restraints of character being lost to him, he
secks regardless of the future to obtain that supply, by the
means which cost him the least present trouble. 'T'he authori-
ty of the master being removed, and its place not being sup-
phed by moral restraints or in incitements, he lives in idle-
ness, and probably in vice, and obtains a precarious suprort
by begging or theft. If he should avoid those exiremes, and
follow some regular course of industry, still the habits of
thoughtless improvidence which he contracted while a slave
himself or has caught from the slaves among whom he is for-
ced to live, who of necessity are his companions and associates.
prevent him from making any permanent provision for his
support, by prudent foresight and economy, and in case of
sickness, or of bodily disability from any other cause, send
him to live as a pauper, at the expence of the community.

There are no doubt many honorable and some very dis-
tinguished exceptions; but I may safely appeal to the obser-
vation of every man, at all acquainted with the class of peo-
ple in question, for the correctness of this picture.

Such a class must evidently be a burthen and a nuisance
to the community ; and every scheme which aftords a pros-
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pect of removing so great an evil must deserve to be mosi
favourably considered.

But it is not in themselves merely that the free people of
colour are a nuisance and burthen. They contribute greatly
to the corruption of the slaves, and to aggravate the evils of
their condition, by rendering them idle discontented and diso-
bedient. T'his also arises from the necessity under which the
free blacks are, of remaining incorporated with the slaves, of
associating habitually with them, and forming part of the same
class in Society. 'I'he slavesceing his free companion live in idle-
ness, or subsist however scantily or precariously by occasion-
al and disultory employment, is apt to grow discontented with
his own condition, and to regard as tyranny and injustice the
authority which compels him to labour. Hence he is strong-
ly incited to elude this authority by neglecting his work as
much as possible, to withdraw himself from it altogether by
flight, and sometimes to attempt direct resistance. 'This pro-
vokes or impels the master to a severity, which would not
otherwise be thought necessary; and that severity, by render-
ing the slave still more discontented with his condition, and
more hostile towards his master, by adding the sentiments of
resentment and revenge to his original dissatisfaction, often
renders him more idle and more worthless, and thus induces
the real or supposed necessity of still greater harshucss, on
the part of the master. Such is the tendency of that cempari-
son which the slave cannat easily avoid making, between Lis
own situation and that of the free people of his own colour,
who are hLis companions, and in every thing except exemption
from the authority of a master his 2qu.ls:whose condition,
though often much worse than his own, naturally appears bet-
ter to him ; and Dbeing continually under his observation, and
in close contact with his feelings, is apt to chate goad and
irritate him incessantly. 'I'his effect indeed is not always pro-
duced, but such is the tendency of this state of things ; and it
operates more extensively, and with greater force, than is
commonly supposed.

But this effect, injurions as it must be to the character and
conduct of the slaves, and consequently to their comfort and
happiness, is far from being the worst that 1s produced by the
existence of free blacks among us, a vast majority of the free
blacks, as we have seen, are and must be an idle worthless and,
thievish race. It is with this part of them that the slaves will
necessarily associate, the most frequently and the most inti-
mately. Freeblacks of the better class, who gain a comforta-
ble subsistence by regular industry, keep as much as possible
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aloof from the slaves, to whom in general they regard thems
selves as in some degree supericr. Their association is con-
-fined as much as possible, .o the better and more respectable
class of slaves. But the idle and disorderly free blacks nat-
urally seek the society of such slaves, as are disposed to be
1dle and disorderly too ; whom they encourage to be more sand
more so, by their example, their conversation, and the shelter
and means of concealment which they furnish. They encou-
rage the slaves to theft, because they partake in its fruifs.
They receive secrete and dispose of the stolen goods; a part,
and probably miuch the largest part, of which they often res
eeive, as a reward for their services. They furnish places of
meeting and hiding places in their houses, for the idle and the
vicious slaves ; whose idleness and vice are thus increased
and rendered more contagious. These hiding places and pla-
ces of meeting ar¢ so many traps and snares, for the young and
thoughtless slaves, who liave not yet becowe vicious : so many
schools in which they are taught, by precept and example,
idleness lying debauchery drunkness and theft. The conse-
quence of all this is very easily seen, and I am sure is severe-
ly felt in all places, where free people of colour exist in con-
siderable numbers. 'That so many resist this contagion ; that
the free blacks themselves, as well as the slaves, do not become
still more generally profligate; is a strong and consolin
proof that the race possesses a fund of good dispositions, an§
is capable in a proper situation and under proper manage-
ment, of becoming a virtuous and happy people. To place
them in such a situation, to give them the benefit of such man-
agement, is the object of your noble enterprize ; and surely no
object is more entitled to approbation.

Great, however, as the benefits are, which we may thus pro-
mise ourselves, from the colonization of the free people of
colour, by its tendency to prevent the discontent and corrup-
tion of our slaves, and to secure to them a better treatment by
rendering them more worthy of it, there is another advan-
tage infinitely greater, in every point of view, to which it may
lead the way. It tends, and may powerfully tend, to rid us
gradually and entirely, in the United States, of slaves and
slavery : a great moral and political evil, of increasing viru-
lence and extent, from which much mischief is now felt, and
very great calamity in future is justly apprehended. Iiis in
this point of view, I confess, that your scheme of colonization
most strongly rocommends itself, in my opinion, to attention
and support. The alarming danger of cherishing ia our bo-
som a distinct nation, which can never become iderporated

5
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with us, while it rapidly increases in nnmbers, and improves
in intelligence ; learning from us the arts of peace and war,
the secret of its own strength, and the talent of combining and
directing its force ; a nation which must ever be hostile to us,
from feeling and interest, because it can never incorporate
with us, nor participatein the advantages which we enjoy ; the
danger of such a nation in our bosom, need not be pumted out
to any reflecting mind. It speaks not only to our under-
standings, but to our very senses: And however it may be
derided by some or overlooked by others, who have not the
ability or the time, or do not give themselves the trouble, te
reflect on and estimate properly the force and extent of those
great moral and physical causes, which prepare gradually and
at length bring forth, the most terrible convulsions in civil
society ; it will not be viewed without deep and awful appre-
hension, by any who shall bring sound minds and some share
of political knowledge and segacity, to the serious considera-
tion of the subject. Such persons will give their most seri-
ous atention to any proposition, which has for its object the
eradication of this terrible mischief, lurking in ouvr vitals. I
shall presently have occasion to advert a little to the manner
in which your intended colony will conduce to this great end.
It is therefore unnecessary to touch on it here. Indeed it is
too obvious to require much explanation.

But independently of this view of the case, there is enough
in the proposed measure to command our attention and sup-
port, on the score of benefit to ourselves.

No person who has seen the slave holding states, and those
where slavery does not exist, and has compared ever so slight-
ly their condition and situation, can have failed to be struck
with the vast difference, in favour of the latter. This differ-
ence extends to every thing, except only the character and
manners of the most opulent and best educated pecople. These
are very much the same every whare. But in population, in
the general diffusion of wealth and comfort, in public and pri-
vate improvements, in the education manners and mode of life
of the middle and labouring classes, in the face of the country,
in roads bridges and inns, in schools and churches, in the
general advancement of improvement and prosperity, there is
no companion. 'The change is seen the instant you cross the
line, which separates the country where there are slaves, from
that where there are none. Even in the same state, the parts
where slaves most abound, are uniformly the worst cultivated,
the poorest, and the least populous; while wealth and im-
yrovement uniformly increase, as the number of slaves in the
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country diminishes. X might prove and illustrate this paesition
by many examples, drawn from a comparison of differcnt
states, as Maryland and Pennsylvania, and between different
counties on the same state, as Charles County and Frederick
in Maryland ; but it is unnecessary ; because every body who
has seen the different parts of the country, has been struck
by this difference.

Whence does it arise? I answer from this ; that in one
division of country the land is cultivated by freemen, for
their own benefit ; and in the other almost entirely by slaves,
for the benefit of their masters. It is the obvious interest of
the first class of labourers, to produce as much and consume
as little as possible ; and of the second class to consume as
much and produce as little as possible. What the slave con-
sumes is for himself: what he produces is for his master. All
the time that he can withdraw from labour is gained to him-
self : all that he spends in labour is devoted to his master.
All that the free labourer, on the contrary, can produce is for
himself: all that he can save is 80 much added to his own stock.
All the time that he loses from labour is his 2wn loss.

This, if it were all, would pr obably be quite sufficient, to
account for the whole difference in question. But unfortu-
nately it is far from being all. Another and astill more mgu-
rious effect of slavery remains to be considered.

Where the labouring class is composed wholly orin a very .
considerable degree of slaves, and of slaves distinguished from
the free class by colour features and origin, the ideas of la-
bour and of slavery soon become connected, in the minds of
the free class, 'This arises from that association of ideas,
which forms one of the characteristic features of the human
mind, and with which every reflecting person is well acquaint-
ed. They who continually from their infancy see black slaves
employed in labour, and forming by much the most numerous
class of labourers, insensibly associate the ideas of laboyr
and of slavery, and are almost irresistibly led to consider la-
bour as a badge of slavery, and consequently as a degradation.
T'o be idle, on the contrary, is in their view the mark and the
privilege of freemen. The effect of this habitual feeling, upon
that class of free whites which oughtto labour, and consequently
upon their condition, and the general condition of the country,
will be readily perceived by those who reflect on such subjects.
It is seen in the vast difference between e labouring class of
whites in the southern and middle, and those of the northern
and eastern states. Why are the latter incomparably more
industrious, more thriving, more orderly. more comfortably
situated, than the former? The cffect is obvious, to all those
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who have travelled through the different parts of our country.
What is the cause? It is found in the association between
the idea of slavery, and the idea of labour; and in the
feeling produced by this association, that labour the proper
occupation of negro slaves, and especially agricultural labour,
is degrading to a free white man.

- Thus we see that where slayery exists the slave labours
as little as possible, because all the time that he can withdraw
from labour is saved to his own enjoyments; and consumes as
much as possible, becayse what he consumes belongs to his
master : while the free white man is insensibly but irresistibly
led, to reg . 4 labour the occupation of slaves as a degrada-
tion, and to avoid it as much as he can. The effect of these
combined and powerful causes, steadily and constantly opera-
ting in the same direction, may easily be conceived. It is
seen in the striking difference which exists, between the slave-
holding sections of our country, and those where slavery is

not permitted.

- It is therefore obvious that a vast benefit would be confer-
red on the country, and especially on the slave holding districts,
if all the slave labourers could be gradually and imperceptibly
withdrawn from cultivation, and their place supplied by free
white labourers. I say gradually and imperceptibly ; because
if it were possible to withdraw suddenly and at once, so great
a portion of the affective labour of the community, as is now
supplied by slaves, it would be productive of the most disas-
trous consequences, It would create an immerse void, which
could not be filled. It would impoverish a great part of the
community, unhinge the whole frame of society in a large por-
tion of the country, and probably end in the most destructive
convulsions. But it is clearly impossible; and therefore we
need not enlarge on the evils which it would produce.

But to accomplish this great and beneficial change, gradu-
ally and imperceptibly ; to substitute a free white class of
cultivators for thc slaves, with the consent of the owners, by
a slow but steady and certain operation; I hold to be as prac-
ticable as it would be beneficial : and I regard this scheme of
colonization as the first step, in that great enterprize.

The considerations stated in the first part of this letter,
have long since produced a thorough conviction in my mind,
that the existence of a class of frze people of colour in this
country is highly injurious, to the whites the slaves and the
free people of colour themselves : Cousequently that all eman-
cipation, to however emall an extent, which permits the per-
sons ewancipated to remain in this country, is an evil, which
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must increase with the increase of the operation, and would
become altogether int-lerable, if extended to the whole, or
even to a very large part, of the black population. I am
therefore strongly opposed to emancipation, in every shape
and degree, unless accompanied by colonization.

I may perhaps on some future occasion develope a plan, on
which I have long meditated, for colonizing gradually and
with the consent of their owners, and of themselves where
free,\the whole coloured population, slaves and all : but this
i8 not the proper place for such an explanation, for which in-
deed I have not time now. But it is an essential part of the
plan, and of every such plan, to prepare the way for its adop-
tion and execution, by commencing a colony of blacks, in a
suitable situation and under proper management. This is
what your society propose to accomplish. Their project there-
fore, if rightly formed and well conducted, will open the way for
this more extensive and beneficial plan, of removing gradual-
ly and imperceptibly, but certainly, the whole coloured popu-
lation from the country, and leaving its place to be impercep-
tibly supplied, as it would necessarily be, by a class of free
white cultivators. In every part of the country this operation
must necessarily be slow. In the southern and svuth-western
states it will be very long before it can be accomplished, and
a very considerable time must probably elapse, before it can
even commence. It will begin first, and be first completed,
in the middle states ; where the evils of slavery are most sen-
sibly felt, the desire of getting rid of theslaves is already strong,
and a greater facility exists of supplying their place, by white
cultivators. From thence it will gradually extend to the south
and south west ; till by its steady constant and imperceptible
operation, the evils of slavery shall be rooted out from every
part of the United States, and the slaves themselves and their
posterity shall be converted into a free civilized and great
nation, in the country from which their progenitors were
dragged, to be wretched themselves and a curse to the whites.

This great end is to be attained in no other way, than by
a plan of universal colonization, founded on the consent of the
slave holders, and of the colonists themselves. For such a plan
that of the present colonization society opens and prepares
the way, by explering the ground, selecting a proper situation,
and planting a colony, which may serve as a receptacle a nur-
sery and a school for those that are to follow. It is in this
point of view that I consider its benefits as the most extensive
and iwportant, though not the most immediate.
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The advantages of this undertaking to which I have hith-
erto adverted, are confined to ourselves. They consis. in rid-
ding us to the free people of colour, and preparing the way for
getting rid of the slaves and of slavery. In these points of
view they are undoubtediy very great. But there are advan-
tages to the free blacks themselves, to the slaves, and to the
ammense population of middle and southern Africa, which no
less recor:mend this undertaking, to our cordial and zealous
support.

To the free blacks themselves the benefits are the most ob-
vions, and will be the most immediate. Here they are con-
demned to a state of hopeless inferiority, and consequent de-
gradation. As they cannot emerge from this state, they lose
by degrees the hope and at last the desire of emerging. With
this hop: and desire they lose the most powerful incitements
to industry, frugality, good conduct, and honourable exertion.
For want of this incitement, this noble and ennobling emula-
tion, they sink for the most part into a state of sloth wretched-
ness and profligacy. The few honorable exceptions serve
merely to shew, of what the race is capable in a proper situa-
tion. Transplanted to a colony composed of themselves alone,
they would enjoy rcal equality : in other words real freedom.
They would become proprietors of land, master mechanics,
ship owners, navigators and merchants, and by degrees
school masters, justices of the peace, militia officers, ministers
of religion, judges, and legislators. There would be no white
populatior: to remind them of, and to perpetuate, their original
inferiority ; but enjoying al! the privileges of freedom, they
wonld scon enjoy all its advantages, and all its dignity.
The whites who might visit them, would visit them as equals;
for the purposes of a commerce mutually advantageous, They
would soon feel the noble emulation to excel, which is the
fruitful source of excellence, in all the various departments of
life ; and under the influence of this generous and powerful senti-
ment, united with the desire and hope of improving their con-
dition, the most universal and active encitements to exertion
among men, they would rise rapidly in the scale of existence,
and soon become equal to the people of Europe or of Euro-
pean origin, so long their masters and oppressors.  Of all this
the most intellizent among them would soon become sensible.
The others would learn it from them; and the prospect and
hope of such blessings would have an immediate and most bes-
eficial effect, on their condition and character. For it will be
easy to adopt such regulations, as to exclude from this colony
all but those who shaill deserve by their conduct to be adnitted.-
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thus rendering the hope of admission a powerful incentive, to
industry, honesty, and religion.

To the slaves the advantages, tho’ not so obvious or im-
mediate, are yet certain and great.

In the first place they would be greatly benefitted by the
removal of the free blacks, who now corrupt them, and ren-
der them discontented : thus exposing them to harsher treat-
ment, and greater privations. In the next place, this measure
would open the way to their more frequent and easier manu-
mission ; for many persons who are now restrained from man-
umitting their slaves, by the conviction that they generally be-
come a nvisance when manunitted in the country, would glad-
ly give them freedom, ifthey were to be seat to a place where
they might enjoy it. usefully to themselves and to Socicty. And
lastly, as this species of manumission, attended by removal to a
country where they might obtain all the advantages of free-
dom, would be a great blessing, and would soon be so con-
sidered by the slaves, the hope of deserving and obtaining it
would be a grea solace to their sufferings, and a powerful in-
cittment to good conduct. It would thus tend to make them
happier and better before it came, and to fit them better fox
usefulness and happiness afterwards.

Such a colony, toe, would enlarge the range of civilization
and commmerce, and thus tend to the beuefit of all civilized and
commercial nations. In this benefit our ¢wn nation would
most largely participate : becanse having founded the colony,
and giving it constant supplies of new members, as well as its
first and principal supply of necessaries and comforts, its
first connections would be formed with us, and would natu-
rally grow with its growth and our own, till they ripened
into fixed habits of intercourse friendship and attachment.

The greatest benefit, however, to be hoped from this enter-
prize, that which in contemplation most delights the philan-
thropic mind, still remaius to be unfolded. It is the benefit
to Africa hcrself, from this return of her sons to her bosom,
bearing with them arts knowledge and civilization, to which
she has hitherto been a stranger. Cast your eyes my dear
sir on this vast continent. Pass over the northern and north
eastern parts, and the great desert, where sterility ferocious
ignorance and fanaticism seem to hold exclusive and per-
petual sway. Fix your attention on Soudan, and the wide-
ly extended regions to the Svouth. You see there innimera-
ble tribes aud nations of blacks, mild and humane in their ¢:3.
positions, sufficiently intelligent, robust active and vizorous,
not averse from laborer or wholly ignorant of agricultnre,
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and possessing some knowledgze of the ruder arts, which min-
ister to the first wants of civilized man. You see a soil gen-
erally fertile, a climate healthy for the natives, and a mighty
river, which rolls its waters through vast regions inhabited
by these tribes, and seems destined by an all wise and bene-
ficient Providence, one day to connect them with each other,
and all of them with the rest of the world, in the relations of
commerce and friendly intercourse. What a field is here pre-
sented for the blessings of civilization and christianity, which
colonies of civilized blacks afford the best and probably the
only means of introducing!! These colonies, composeti of
blacks already instructed in the arts of civilized life, and the
truths of the gospel 3 judiciously placed, well conducted, and
constantly enlarged; will extend gradually into the interior,
will from commercial and political connections with the native
tribes in their vicinity , will extend those connections to tribes
more and more remote, will incorporate many of the natives
with the colonies, and in their turn make establishments and
setilements among the natives, and thus diffuse all around the
arts of civilization, and the benefits of literary moral and re-
ligious instruction. |

That suck must be the tenderncy of ceclonies of this discrip-
tics, if weii placed well formed and weii conducted, cannot I
think be reasonably doubted. Such a colony has already been
established, with satisfactory success, and flattering prospects.
But it may be doubted perhaps whether the situation has been
fortunably chesen, with respect te all the objects that ought to
be kept in view; and it is still more questionable whether a
sufficient supply of colonists, of a proper discription, to give
it the extent necessary for rendering it in any considerable
degree beneficial, can be drawn from the sources on which it
must rely. Itisinthe United States alone that such colonists
can be found, in any considerable numbers. In the choice of
a good situation too, on which so much depends, we have far
more assistance {from recent siscoveries, and the extension of
geographical knowledge in that quarter of the globe, than was
possessed by the founders of that colony. We have the bene-
fit of their experience, of their discoveries, and even of their
errors ; which we may be able to correct or avoid. Useful
therefore and meritorious as their establishment certainly is,
we may hope to render ours far inore extensively beneficial,

An objection of some plausibility is frequently urged,
against this scheme of colenizing the free people of colour,
which it may be proper in this place to notice. These people
it is said, especially the industrious and estimable part of them,
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will not go to the new colony. That many of them will de-
cline to go at first, and some always, cannot be doubted. It
is even probable, and may be safely admitted, that but few of
them now think favourably of the project: for men, especialty
ignorant men, venture unwillingly upon great changes, the
extent nature and consequences of which they are little capa-
ble of understanding. But it by no means folluws that the
same unwillingness or hesitation will continue, after the ground
shall have been broken, the way opened, & a settlement formed.
In the first instance none will engage, but the most industri-
ous intelligentand enterprizing, who are capable of discerning
the advantages of the undertaking, and have resolution and
energy enough to encounter its first hardships and risks.
This is the case with all colonies, and especially those formed
in distant unknown or unsettled countries. Some resolute
and adventurous spirits first embark ; and they open and pre-
pare the way for others. It is stated and believed, on evi-
dence better known to you than to me, that a sufficient num-
ber of such persons stand ready at this time to commence the
colony, as soon as the necessary previous arrangements can
¢ made. I have no doubt of the fact, not only from infor-
mation, but from general reasoning on the human character;
and my knowledge of many individuals among the free blacks.
When this first step iIs taken, and in most enterprizes the
greatest difficulty Ifes in the first step; when a settlement of
free blacks shall have actually been formed, the way opened,
and the first difficulties surmounted ; others will soon be dis-
posed to follow. Ifsuccessful and prosperous, as it certain-
ly will be if properly conducted, its success will quickly be-
come known to the free blacks, in every part of the country.
However distrustful of the whites, they will confide in the
reports made to them by people of their own colour and class,
The prosperity of the settlement; and the advantageous con-
dition of the settlers, will soon be universally understood and
believed ; and indeed will be far more apt to be exaggerated
than undervalued. The most ignorant and stupid of ihe free
people of colour will speedily understand; or believe, that in
the colony they may obtain a state of equality opulence and
distinction, to which they can rever aspire in this country.
Hence the desire to join their friends and equals there, may be
expected soon to become general among them : nor is it too
much to hope and anticipate, that this desire will speedily
grow into a passion; that the difficulty will be not tc find
colonists, hut to sclect them ; and that the hope of being re»
s
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ceivid into the favoured mumber, for whom it may be prac-
ticable to provide annually, will ere long become a most pow-
erful and operative incentive, to industry sobriety and general
good conduct, among the whole class from which the selection
will be annually made.

Having dctained yon thus long, my dear sir, much too
long I am afraid, with these preliminary observations on the
beuefits which may be expected from this undertaking, I pro-
ceed now to the manner of carrying it into execution. [ shall
not however treat this branch of the subject in its whole extent,
for which this is not the proper place; but shall confine my-
gelf to the objects more immediately in view at this time ; the
choice of a proper situation for the first settlement, and the cir-
cumstances to which the attention of the agent who is to be
sent out for the purpose of explering the ground, ought chiei-
ly to be dircected.

The first of these circumstances is salubrity ; with a view to
which the vicinity of low and marshy grounds, of swamps, and
of rivers which are apt to overtlow their banks, ought to be
carcfully aveided. High situations, open to the sea. or washed
by rivers with high and steep banks, should be sought. Moun-
tains in the vicinity, and in the direction from whick the winds
regularly blow, are muchto be desired ; and great attention
should be paid to the abundance of brooks and springs, and to
the quality of their water.  On all these accounts an elevated
and uneven surface ought to be prefered, though less fertile
than the flat low grounds. ‘T'oo much attention ought not to
be paid, ir the fiist scttiements. cither to great fertility, or the
convenience of navigation. The first establishment should
no doubt be within a convenient distance from a good port,
but need not be close to it ; nor ought to be so, unless the un-
mediate vicinity should be much more healthy, than such sit-
uations usually are. 'The settlement must be cntirely agricul-
tural at first, and will leng perhaps always continue so, in a
very great degrce.  Commerce there, asin our own country,
must and will soon grow out of agriculture ; but the first set-
tlements ought to be made with a view to the latter, far more
than to the former. Contiguity toa good market for agricultural
productions, is indecd a very important ircitement and aid to
agricultural industry, and thercfore a very important circum-
stance in the location of an agricultural colony ; but it is far
froin being the most important, and care must be taken to pre-
vent its being too much regarded.

Nor cught any thing in this respect to be sacrificed to
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great {ertility ; which is most frequently found in low flat ani
unwholesome situations. A good soil, well adapted o ihe
cultivation of wheat, Indian corn or maize, and cotton, is ail
in this respect that ought to be desired: and such svils are
found in places possessing every advantage of good water,
with a dry and pure atmosphere. Wleat and Indian corn
are the best articles of food, and the soils that produce them
are fit also for various other grains and vegetables, useful for
food and of easy culturce; especially the cweet potatee and
various kinds of pulse, which thrive well in hot climates.  As
an object of tillage, with a view to exportation, cotton is by
far the best, because it thrives well in ligh and healthy situa-
tions, of a light soil, may be cultivated to advantage on small
farms; and requires little labour which cannot be performed
by women and children.

Attention should also be paid to suitable streams for
the erection of grist mills, saw mills, and other water works,
which will be alinost indispensable to the cnlony in its infant
state, and of great utility at a more advanced period.  Fortu-
nately such streams abound most, in the countries best adapted
in other respects to agricultural settlements.

T'he character condition and disposition of the natives will
also require very particular attention; it being of the greatest
importance to gain and preserve their good will, so as to cul
tivate and cement a free and friendly intercourse with them,
obtain from them assistance and supplies, and gradually com-
municate to them the knowledge and habits of civilized life.
For this esscntial purpose we sliould not only avoid the neigh-
bourhood of fierce and warlike tribes, but that of very
large and powerful ones ; who will be much more unmanagea-
ble and dangerous than siall one S, in many points of view.

It would alsc be best to select a situation as distant as pos.
sible from Sierra Leone. '['here would no doubt be some ad-
vantages, at first, in a close neighbourhood ; but they would
probably be soon overbalanced, by the jealousies and collisions
which could hardly fail to take place, between two colonies
established under different governments, and with different
views and interests in many important points, This is an ob.
jection to Sherborough river ; probably not insurmountable,
but suflicient to turn the scale in favour of 2 more distant posi-
ticn, pussessing in other respects equal or nearly equal ad-
vantages.

If indeed an arrangement could he made with the British
government, for an union and incorporation of the two cola-
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nies, or rather for the reception of our colonists into their sef-
tlement, it might deserve serious consideration. 'L'here would
no doubt be many advantages, at first, in sending them to a
settlementalready formed, where the first difliculties have been
surmounted, and a regular government exists. But this is
matter for future deliberation. 'We ought now to search out
a fit place for ourselves ; for it is doubtful whether an incor-
poration would be agread to By the British government, and
far from being certain that the best place has been chosen for
thair establishment. Wlien these points shall have becn as-
eertained, and we know what prospect there is of obtaining a
suitable situation clsewhzie, a negociation may be opened, if
then thought advisable, for vniting the two colontes.

There will always be one strong objection to the incorpo-
ration. The Eritish coiony will be for a long time retained in
the colonia! staie, subject to a foreign and distant government ;
and whev ripe for independence, will probabiy be compelled to
seek it by forca «f arms. 'The naturc and habitual policy of
that government will almost necessarily lcad to this result.
Qur colony, on the contrary, oughtto be republican from the
beginuing, and formed and fashioned with a view to self-goy-
~rpment and independence, with the consent of the motht"'
coeatry, at the earliest practicable period. Itis thus only
that it cau be most useful to the colonists, to Africa, to us, and
te the general ~ause of humanity.

1t would, however, be premature at present, to decide on
ghe question of incorporation; and therefore with a view to
this Interezting part of the case, the agent should be instruct-
ed to investigate most carefully, the progress and present state
of the Sierrv Leone settlement, and to ascertain as exactly as
rossibie all the circumstances of its locality, as relaies to health,
fertility, objects of culture suitable to its soil and climate, nav-
i1gation, the nature of the country in its vicinity, the character
sifuaticn and ctrengih of the neighbouring tribes, anil the fa-
cilities of comnusication with the remote and interior parts of
the centinent.

One very important circamstance, in the selection of a
suitaoie place for our seitlewents, to whicl the aitention of
the agent ought to be particularly directed, stiil remains to be
brought inic view. I mean the facility of communication with
the ngcr, that mighty river, which seems destined to snpply
the link of connection, between the interier of Africa and the
civilized world.

1 take the question relative to the lower course and termi-
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nation of the Niger to be now satisfactorily settled. The dis-

coveries of Park in his last journey, compared and connected

with the information derived from Mr. Maxwell and others,

concerning the river Zayr, improperly called the Congo, from

the name of a little district at its mouth, to say nothing of
Sidi Hamets narrative as given to us by Captain Riley, which

dvserves great attention, authorize us I think to conclude,

that these two rivers arc the same : in other words that the
Niger, after having traversed the interior of Africa four

thvusand miles, falls under the name of the Zayr into the At-

lantic, south of the equator: thus laying open that vast conti-
nert to its inmost recesses, and bringing its immense popula-

tion into contact with the rest of the wovld. There is some

doubt and much contraricty of opinion on this point, and this
15 not the place for entering at large into the discussion.

Fortunately a decision of the question, which cannot be ab-
solutely decided till the course of the Niger shal! be pursued
to its termination, is not necessary for our present purpose ;
for whether this great body of waters, collected in a cotirse of
two thousand miles, be lost according to the opinion of some, in
the sands marshes and lakes supposed to exist in the centre of
Atrica; cr, asothers have imagined, be discharged inte the
Mediterranean throuch the Nile, a river of a more elivated bed,
and hard!y a tenth part as large ; or being arrested in its
progress 2astward, toward the Indian orean, by the elevited
coviriry in which the iKile has its soirces, is ariven through
the feebier barrier of the mountaius on the south, and thrown
off to the southkern Aliantic ; it is stiil the only avenue into

the interior of Africa : and a noble avenue it is, At Bamma-
kce, where Park struck it in his last voyage, he states it to be
aaile wide. From thence to Houssa, a distance of between six,
and seven hundred miles, its course has been satisfactorily as-
certained. Throughout this great extent, in which it receives
many laige streams, and flows through a fertile c-untry, ite
current though sirong is smooth and even, uninterrupted by
cateracts or shoals. As it advances eastward, it recedes
more and more from the coast, and thus becomes more and
more difficult of a-cess. Settlements therefore on the Atlantic,
formed with a view to comiercial intercourse with the vast
countries ¢n the Niger, and those more distant to which it

leads, n ust be plared as near as possible to its upper waters,

where they first begin to be navigable for boats.

These waters probably approach much nearer the Atlantic
than has hitherto been believed, We have scen that at Bam-
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makoo, the highest point to which it has yet been traced, it is
a mile wide : as large =s the Susquchanna at its entrance into
the Chesapeake bay. It must therefore be a very consider-
able stream, much higher up: that is much further to the
southwest, and consequently much nearer to the Atlantic, It
has its source in the western part of a chain of mountains,
which runs from west to east, nearly parallel with that part
of the coast of Africa which extends frem Sierra Leone to the
Bite of Benin. 'These mountains seperate it from the rivers
which, rising on their southern side, fall into the Atlantic, in
the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone. Their sources no doubt
approach very near to those of the Niger: Probably no great
distance divides its navigable waters from theirs. Such a river,
with a good port at or near its mouth, and a fertile country on
its banks, would present the proper situation for a celony,
planted with a view to the civilization of Africa, by the com-
merce of the Niger.

lie course of such a commerce would be, to ascend the
Atiantic river as far as possible in boats, with the commodi-
ties wanted for the interior consumption ; and to establish at that
point aplace of deposit, from whence the merchandize would be
sent over land to the Niger, and down it to the various markets
below.  The returns would go up the Niger to its highest na-
vigable point, where a town would soon arise. From thence
they would pass by land to the place of deposit on the other
side of the mountain ; and there be pus into boats, for trans-
portation down the river to the . “ipping port. If the Niger
should be ascertained to continue its course to the ecean, an
intercourse would gradually be extended down is its mouth,
where a great cominercial city would arise ; and to this mart
the return cargoes purchased above would gradually find their
way. down the stream. Thus an immense circle of commerce
would imperceptibly be formed, embracing the whole course
of the Niger, and the vast countries which it waters and lays
open, and connecting them all with each other, and with the
whole commercial world.  For & very considerable time this
commerce would he confined to the countries far up the river,
nearto its source ; where settlements would first be formed, and
civilization would commence. As the communication between
these first settlemcents and those on the Atlantic became inore
and more safe easy and expcditious, by means of intermediate
setiluments good roads and improved inland navigation, col-
onies and trade would extend further and further down the
river. Uther settlemenis would soon be commenced at its
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wmouth. At last these two branches wouid meet and unite,
in 2 commerce vast as the stream on which it would be borne,
and as the continent which it would civilize enlighten and
adorn,

Ages indeed may be required, for the full attainment of
these objects. Untoward events or unforeseen difficulties may
retard or defeal them: But the prospect however remote or
uncertain is still animating, and the hope of success seems suf-
ficient to stimulate us to the utmost exertion. How vast and
sublime a career does this undertaking open, to a generous
ambition, aspiring to deathless fame by great and useful ac-
tions ! Who can count the millions, that in future times shall
know and bless the names of those, by whom this magnificent
scheme of beneficence and philanthrophy has been conceived,
and shall be carried into execution? Throughout the widely
extended regions of middle and southern Africa, then filled
with populous and polished nations, their memories shall be
cherished and their praises sung ; when other states, and
even the flourishing and vigorous nation to which they belong,
now in its flower of youth, shall have run their round of rise
grandeur and decay, and like the founders of Palmyra Tyre
Babylon Memphis and Thebes shall no longer be known, ex-
cept by vague reports of their former greatness, or by some
fragments of those works of art, the monuments of their taste
their power or their pride, which they may leave behind.

It is in connection my dear sir with this great operatien,
that I consider your proposed colony of free blacks as most
interesting and important. It ought to be the first step in this
splendid career, and to be located with that view. In choosing
a situation for it, therefore, the greatest regard ought to be
ad to its future connection with the Niger. To this end the
agent ought to be instructed, to make the most careful enqui-
ries concerning the sources of that river, and its highest or
most southwestern point. He should also make every effort to
obtain the most full and accurate information, concerning the
rivers that rise in the mountains opposite to its sources, and
take their course southwestardly to the ocean. 'Their size,
the nature of the country through which they flow. the height
to which they are navigable for ships and for boats, and the
harbouars at or near their mouths, should all be ascertained
with the utmost care and accuracy. 'That river which com-
bines in the greatest degree, the advantages of salubrity soil
navigation and good neighbourhood, and at the same time
brings us nearcst to the navigable waters of the Niger, by a
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good pass over the intervening mountains, is I apprehend the
proper place, in itself, for the ¢swablishment of our colony.

1 say in itsclf : because a place combining all thnse advan-
tages may still be very unfit fo our purpose, if it lie within the
claims of any kuropean power, or too near any of their set-
tlements. It should therefore be a particular object of the
agents attention, to ascertain the situation and extent of those
claims, and the distance between any Eumpean settlements,
and such place as may appear suited to our views. Enquiries
concerning the territorial claims of European powers can
best be made in London ; but it is in Africa alone that such
information, when obtained, can be applied to the object of the
intended mission.

"There is a river called in some maps the Mesurada which,
a8 there laid down, extends its branches further northeast than
any other, and enters the ocean about one hundred or one hun-
dred and fifty miles southeast of the Sherborough. It deserves
I tiiink the particular attention of the agent, who should be
instructed to make enquiries about it, with a view to all the
circumstances which may render it proper for a settlement,
and to visit it, should the result of this investigation offer en-
couragement.

The river Nunez or Noones also merits particular regard.
It empties itsell into the Atlantic in latitude 100, 100 North,
about one hundred and fifty miles Northwest from Sierra
Leone. It has a very good harbour at its mouth, and carries
from six to eight fathom of water about twenty miles up to
a bar, over which there is however three fathom, or eighteen
feet. After passing the bar the water continues from live to
cight fathom deep, to a point about {ifty miles up from the
muuth. From thence to the falls about fifty miles higher up,
it is said to admit vessels of one hundred aid t\wnty tons,
'T'he country around and above the falls is represented as ele-
vated fertile and healthy ; abounding in game, well suppiied
with excellent timber, and watered by numerous streams large
enough for mills. Indian corn, and all sorts of pnlse and
garden vegetables, are said to grow luxuriantly. Cattie absund
so much, that an ox is sold for a dollar. The country below
yields rice, Indian corn, and all the usual tropiral productions.
The natlves are repr esented as peaceable and fr lcndlv. and the
principal chicf, who resides about nincty miles up the river,
a little below the falls, and whose authumy cxtends down to
the mouth, and far into the interior, is said to he a man of
sense and abilities, of a mild and humane character, and fa-
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vourably disposed towards the whiies, and especially #he
Américans. He speaks English perfectly well. This place
would seem therefore to deserve the particular attention of
the agent and the society. In addition toits other advantages
its upper waters approach near to those of the river Grande;
a very important and interesting featurc of African Geogra-
phy, ds respects commercial intercourse with the interior, and
the extention of civilization by means of colonies of civilized
blacks. .

These, my dear sir, are the hints that I thought I might
venture to suggest to you, on this most interesting subject.
I aake no apology for the length of my letter. It might no
doubt to be curtailed with advantage. DRut it might also, and
with more ease, if not to a better purpose, be very much en-
iarged: for I have touched briefly on Jess important topics,
and altogether cmitted some which belong properly to the
subject, but did not seem to require immediate attention.
Such us it i3 I submit it to your consideration, with the hope
that it may be of some use, in the preparatory arrangements
which you are engaged in making.

With the best wishes 1 am dear sir
Your most obedient servant,

ROB. &. HARPER.

Secretary of the Colom=ation

Evrias B. CarpwerLL Esq.}
Bociety of the United States,




